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Mary Anne Hitt is a climate leader and strategist who will share an          

inspiring and encouraging overview of how we can tackle the climate     

crisis. She'll share reflections from her 25 years of experience building and 

leading effective climate and environmental campaigns and                     

organizations, including the important role of student leadership.  

Mary Anne is a UT graduate (97), where she was a College Scholar, Whittle Scholar, and             

co-founder of SPEAK. She now serves as senior director of the philanthropic foundation Climate 

Imperative. She was previously with the Sierra Club for 12 years, where she was the National      

Director of Campaigns and served for a decade as director of the Beyond Coal Campaign,          

recognized as one of the most successful environmental campaigns in history. She hosted the     

climate podcast No Place Like Home, has made numerous media appearances in film, TV, and 

print, and is a contributor to the climate anthologies All We Can Save, Not Too Late, and            

Patagonia’s Tools for Grassroots Activists. She received the Notable UT Woman Award in 2008. 

She grew up in Sevier County and now lives in West Virginia with her family.   
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