
Big-data anthropology
ANTH 369, 459, 511
(3 credit hours) Big-data research is a major part of the social 
sciences, including anthropology.  This course combines lectures 
with practical tutorials in computational approaches using digital 
data on cultural change, from ancient to contemporary media. 
Students strongly encouraged to bring a laptop, but no 
programming experience is required.  We will teach 
you what you need to know!  

This course reformulates the significant cultural question – what is being 
human? - in an era of digital communication, artificial intelligence and 
bio-engineering. We will look across research disciplines –cognitive 
science, anthropology, philosophy, linguistics, biology and culture 
evolution – and across societies fromprehistory to the 21st century. We 
will consider some of the latest technological developments in terms of 
language and culture, the individual in relation to society, causality in 
human affairs, symbols and values, and historical change. What happens 
when human biology itself falls under the influence of technological 
and cultural trends? In this context, what does it mean to lead a life 
instead of just living it? Asking these questions will converge on the 
interplay of 1) evolution, 2) language, 3) technology, and 4) culture and society.

Being Human
EVOLUTION, LANGUAGE, TECHNOLOGY, 
CULTURE AND SOCIETY

Listed as “Selected Topics in Com-
parative and Cultural Studies” 

CCS 2394, CCS 3394, CCS 4394 

Dr. Alex Bentley  
in collaboration with 

 Dr. Luca Oliva 
Tu-Th 10-11:30, TBA 

For any information:  
rabentle@uh.edu or  

loliva@uh.edu

Mapping cultures from the Ethnographic Atlas

Analyzing Twitter streams from last election

Learn basic coding


